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This document provides a summary of the teaching evaluations that I have received over three
years of teaching. I have taught two courses as the primary instructor (Poli 281: Quantitative
Methods in Political Science in Spring 2019 and Fall 2017). I have been a teaching assistant,
leading two weekly recitations, for Poli 248: Intersectionality: Race, Gender, Sexuality, and
Social Justice (cross-listed and co-taught with Political Science, American Studies, English,
and Women and Gender Studies) twice (Spring 2018 and Spring 2017). I led the weekly lab
section for the graduate-level Probability and Statistics course (Poli 783) in Fall 2018. I also
served as a teaching assistant, leading three weekly recitation sections, for the Introduction
to American Politics course (Poli 100) in Fall 2016. This document summarizes evaluations
I received for all of these courses (full documents available on request).

First, my overall effectiveness ratings are plotted against the departmental averages for
that course (when available) in Figure 1. Here, students indicate how effective of an instructor
I was on a 0 to 5 scale, with higher levels indicating greater effectiveness. When I taught the
course multiple times, the plot represents my average score. Overall, I consistently perform
at a high level, exceeding the departmental average and closely approximating a perfect
score.

Figure 1: Average instructor effectiveness rating, by course
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Note: Students indicate their level of agreement on a 0 to 5 scale with the statement: “Overall, the Instructor
was an effective teacher.” When possible, Christiani’s average ratings are plotted against the department’s
average (note that they stopped reporting departmental averages in the spring of 2018).
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Tables 1 and 2 then present more detailed numerical ratings from my course evaluations.
When available, departmental averages are presented in the parentheses. Again, I consis-
tently outperform the departmental average. My scores typically range from a 4 (agree) to
5 (strongly agree) and often closely approximate or reach a perfect score on all dimensions.

Table 1: Evaluations from courses taught as sole instructor

Instructor was
excellent

Course was
excellent

Learned a
great deal

Instructor
promoted
mutual
respect

Percent
reporting

Quantitative Methods
Poli 281 (S2019)

4.73 4.73 4.73 4.91 91.7%

Quantitative Methods
Poli 281 (F2017)

4.44
(4.15)

4.44
(3.98)

4.56
(4.23)

4.65
(4.51)

69.2%

Note: departmental averages in parentheses when available. All items reported on a 0 to 5 scale
with higher numbers indicating greater level of agreement with the statement.

Table 2: Evaluations from courses taught as teaching assistant (TA)

TA was
excellent

TA encouraged
participation

TA promoted
mutual respect

Percent
reporting

Probability and Statistics
Poli 783 (F2018)

4.63 4.33 NRP 57.1%

Intersectionality
Poli 248-608 (S2018)

4.94 4.81 5.00 66.7%

Intersectionality
Poli 248-603 (S2018)

4.93 4.93 4.93 62.5%

Intersectionality
Poli 248-605 (S2017)

4.67
(4.22)

4.89
(4.35)

4.78
(4.57)

39.1%

Intersectionality
Poli 248-604 (S2017)

5.00
(4.22)

4.90
(4.35)

5.00
(4.57)

40.0%

American Politics
Poli 100-609 (F2016)

4.27
(4.22)

4.27
(4.20)

NRP 78.9%

American Politics
Poli 100-604 (F2016)

4.33
(4.22)

4.50
(4.20)

NRP 63.2%

American Politics
Poli 100-600 (F2016)

4.41
(4.22)

4.59
(4.20)

NRP 80.9%

Note: departmental averages in parentheses when available. All items reported on a 0 to 5 scale
with higher numbers indicating greater level of agreement with the statement. “NRP” means
“not reported,” the question was not used that year.
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The course evaluations at the University of North Carolina provide an opportunity for stu-
dents to offer open-ended feedback about the course. Below, a sample of these written com-
ments are provided, organized by course. When the course was taught twice, the comments
are broken up by semester taught.

Quantitative Methods in Political Science (Poli 281)
Spring 2019

• I can easily say that I learned the most amount of content within this class than I have
in any previous course I have taken at UNC. Leah is a fantastic instructor, and I felt
as though she genuinely cared about seeing me do well. She made me feel comfortable
in a learning environment and helped me to understand more about a subject that she
knows in great detail.

• Leah really went above and beyond to work with me on aspects of the assignments and
code that I did not understand. She worked with me to troubleshoot specific errors
and assisted me in areas I did not understand with a lot of patience and empathy.
She also helped me to understand the applications of our assignments to my future
research and expressed a willingness to assist me in the future so that I can continue
expanding my coding capabilities.

• Truly one of the best professors I have ever had at UNC. I never thought I would enjoy
a somewhat math based class until I took this one. Leah explains things in a way that
doesn’t make me feel overwhelmed and is always open to questions. I truly believe
that I would not have learned as much if I had a different professor.

• Leah is very understanding and enthusiastic. She understands how to relay information
in an effective way and how to elaborate on things in order for us to understand them
better. She understands the difficulty of her course and how best to introduce these
concepts to us.

• Leah was an incredibly kind and understanding instructor who was able to teach our
class effectively and with humor. She empathized when we struggled and supported
us when we needed further guidance and help. I always felt comfortable emailing her
or coming to office hours.

Fall 2017

• Leah is a really great teacher. She explains complicated things in a way that make
them seem less intimidating and is very approachable. She is always willing to help
and makes you feel confident asking questions. Going to her office hours are really
helpful too.

• I think the class was very inclusive, everyones opinions were respected and even if you
answered the question incorrectly the professor still encouraged you to try and answer
other questions.

• The course is a good overview and introduction into quantitative research within po-
litical science. It does a good job at being informative without being overwhelming.
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Probability and Statistic Lab (Poli 783)
Fall 2018

• Leah is very clear and organized with her lectures. The inclass R work was very helpful
and nice to be hands on with such coding practice.

• The greatest strength is its flexibility in providing several facets of training (calculus,
R, Latex) which will undergird our future work in the program.

Intersectionality: Race, Gender, Sexuality, and Social Justice
(Poli/Amst/Wgst/Engl 248)
Spring 2018

• Leah was absolutely the best TA ever. She is so willing to help and very approachable.
She led the class discussion so well and made sure everyone had a chance to talk, which
enabled us to hear from different perspectives.

• It was great and Leah made us very comfortable to speak our opinions. It felt more
like a conversation than a teacher led discussion.

• Multiple perspectives in discussion is clearly most helpful in a class focused on inter-
sectionality. It was very well handled.

• As a whole, I felt that my personal beliefs were challenged in a healthy capacity. I was
able to garner a wide variety of experiences that are not usually discussed at UNC.

Spring 2017

• Ms. Christiani was excellent. She handled difficult talking points tactfully and helped
all of her students better understand the course material.

• She was always willing to meet with me and discuss important issues. She is awesome
and gets students to think about political science and social justice in a different way.

• Leah was available to questions whenever I needed help and was very clear when setting
expectations and guidelines. I was very appreciative of her letting the class move into
open discussion once questions were established.

• She knows what she’s doing and has a strong knowledge base to draw from. She was
strict enough without being too strict, and moved around deadlines within the confines
of what was possible. Overall, great TA!

Introduction to American Government (Poli 100)
Fall 2016

• I felt like my TA led class discussions extremely well. She did a great job of staying
objective and making sure we were critically thinking about the material. She seemed
very comfortable leading the class and answering any questions we had.

• Awesome job at moderating discussions, even if they got intense. Not an easy thing to
do but she did a great job at encouraging participation from everyone.
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